













To: The Honorable City Council
and the Citizens of the City
of Portsmouth. Mew Hampshire
It is my pleasure to offer to you the 1978- 1980 Annual Report of the City
of Portsmouth. I trust that you will find it to be a concise but
comprehensive review of the City's activities during this period. I hope
that it will provide you with a better understanding of the workings of your
local public government.
During the period covered by this report the City has seen the
completion of the Market Square project and the beginning of a new
courthouse. We have also witnessed the growth in the commercial and
industrial activity throughout the City.
Portsmouth's future belongs to those who actively participate in the
many decisions that must be made, and I would encourage you to become




Annual Report, 1978 - 1980






CITY MANAGER'S REPORT x























OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 56
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 57
DIRECTORY 84






Held a public hearing on Ordinance regarding Section 10-301(2), Zoning, and passed third and final
reading.
Voted to take $1,000 from the $100,000 already appropriated for engineering survey work on
Kearsarge Way Bridge (Urban Systems out of Revenue Sharing).
Voted that the City Attorney and City Manager prepare disposition agreement regarding Parcel 7
land after the matter goes to the Site Review Committee and Historic District Commission and bring
it back to the Council when ready.
Voted to ask the City Attorney to bring in an opinion to establish the constitutional parameters of the
Residency Ordinance taking into account the New Hampshire Supreme Court cases and other
Supreme Court cases, including the U.S. Supreme Court.
AUGUST, 1977
Requested the City Attorney to bring in mechanics for the Council convening itself as a Charter
Commission in order to place an item on the ballot in November to have a special assessment district
in Portsmouth.
Requested the City Attorney to report at the next meeting on taking Lafayette Road sidewalk
easements by eminent domain.
Adopted the proposed Multi-Purpose Center.
SEPTEMBER, 1977
Voted to accept and place on file a letter from U.S. Senator Thomas Mclntyre regarding refuse
disposal system and also asked that Mr. Canney keep the Council informed relative to this matter.
Parcel I - Urban Renewal Area - Sliding scale for sale price was voted tabled until the new Economic
Director can take a look at it.
Requested the City Manager to prepare a fee schedule for October 3 meeting for use of the dumping
area for septic tank wastes.
Asked the City Manager to report back on the status of the eagle formerly on top of the Liberty Pole.
Tabled until the first meeting in November two Ordinances relative to rezoning-Section 10-214-and
changing Garden Appartments to Industrial I District.
OCTOBER, 1977
Held a public hearing on a Resolution favoring renovation of Whipple School as court facility and
proposal to buy or lease the Portsmouth Parade.
Voted that $1,000 be appropriated out of the Contingency Fund for Job Opportunity Program of
Community Council of Senior Citizens.
Held a public hearing on the expanded elderly exemption law proposals.
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Voted to proceed with sidewalk on Woodbury Avenue to bid of $49,500 without alternate proposal.
Voted on a roll call vote 8-0 to appropriate $1,853.00 from the Contingency Fund to be used to
construct curbing and sidewalk adjacent to the Holiday Inn.
Voted to accept the recommendation of the Planning Board and not rezone land from SR II to
General Business in the Market Street Extension area.
Voted to accept and place on file a petition from 430 opposing the proposed truck stop location.
Voted to have the City Attorney and Continental Cablevision sit down and define community
services in the Cablevision Contract.
Voted to accept recommendation that Raymond P. Daigle of Concord be authorized to do the
appraisal of land on Little Harbor Road and the Conservation Commission be authorized to expend
$500 from the Open Space Fund towards the fee.
Voted to refer to the Planning Board for their study and report back a letter from Paul McEachern
regarding rezoning of land on Bow Street and see if this rezoning would be in the best interests of the
City.
NOVEMBER, 1977
Held a public hearing and passed an Ordinance amending No Parking - Daniel Street from Penhallow
to Market Street.
Moved to make part of the record the petition of 621 residents and property owners opposed to any
more land taking for a clear zone regarding Pease Air Force Base and to send a copy to each of our
Congressional Delegation.
Voted to award the design contract for Middle/Islington Street project to Town Planning and
Engineering for $11,052.
Voted on a roll call vote 5-2 to appropriate $250 from the Contingency Fund towards jackets for the
football championship team if the School Board will appropriate the same.
DECEMBER, 1977
Voted to grant $ 1,500 from Contingency Fund to Chamber of Commerce to help defray expences for
Christmas decoration program.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to sign Agreement between Durham and Portsmouth for water
hydrant.
Held public hearings and passed three Ordinances rezoning Frink property off Woodbury Avenue.
Held a public hearing and passed a Resolution regarding antirecession grant appropriating $5,070 for
the purpose of snow removal and ice control.
Voted to grant the request of Radio Station WBBXto hold a remote broadcast at Congress Street on
December 21, 22, and 23.
Voted to approve expenditure of $9,035 from Year II Community Development Contingency Fund
for continuance of Community Education Program in the New Franklin and Wentworth Schools
through June, 1978.
Voted to accept an Area Agreement to take Newington children into the Portsmouth Junior High
School.
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Voted to adopt a Resolution opposing proposed land taking in Portsmouth for a clear zone at Pease
Air Force Base.
JANUARY, 1978
Voted that the windbreaker be installed on the South Mill Pond Bridge with $700.00 for this purpose
to come from the Public Works Department.
Voted that the Mayor appoint a standing committee of three City Councillors to a City Council
Charter Reform Study Committee to consider creative ideas and other concerns people may have on
reform of the City Council Charter.
Voted to approve the bylaws of the Historic District Commission.
Voted to have revenues from the Parking Meter Fund go into the General Fund and the costs to be
budgeted in next year's budget.
Voted to have a public hearing on February 6 on the proposed Community Development Program for
the next three years.
Voted to invite Monica Aring, Director of Market Square Day. to a work session in February to
describe Market Square Day and budget.
FEBRUARY, 1978
Voted to adopt Resolution commending Public Works Department for a job well done during the last
snow storm.
Voted to hold a public hearing on March 13 regarding Resolution concerning the 17% Public Service
Company rate increase.
Voted to approve the request of the Chamber of Commerce to have the City assist them in
conducting a basic parking survey in the City.
Voted to adopt a Resolution regarding Portsmouth Naval Shipyard radiation problem and send a
copy to the parties listed in the Resolution.
Voted to approve and send to HUD the Community Development Eligibility Map.
Voted to approve Year IV Community Development Program as amended.
Voted to have the City Council work with the Recreation Board to look into feasibility of building an
indoor pool.
MARCH, 1978
Voted to deny request to Hanscom's Truck Stop to rezone land from SR II to General Business.
Held a public hearing on a Resolution concerning Public Service Company of New Hampshire Rate
Increase Withholding.
Voted to adopt a Resolution opposed to the 17°o Public Service Company rate increase and send a
copy to the Public Utilities Commission.
Voted to adopt a Resolution regarding PL 874 relative to loss of $400,000 in school funds for Pease
AFB students and have copies sent to the names listed on the Resolution.
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Voted to have a work session regarding certification of the Portsmouth Historic District Ordinance
and Tax Reform Act of 1976 at the April 24 meeting and an announced public hearing the first meeting
in May. Council asked that representatives from the Historic District Commission, State Historic
Office, and Internal Revenue be present at the work session.
Voted to have a work session March 30 with the School Department regarding the closing of three
schools. The meeting will be at Little Harbor School at 7 P.M., and copies of the school budget are to
be given to the Council prior to this session.
Voted to accept the Planning Board's recommendation and change the name of Longmeadow Lane
to Longmeadow Inn Road and to accept this as a City street.
APRIL, 1978
Held a public hearing on the Market Street Extension choices - Corridor A and B.
Voted to pass the Taxi Ordinance Amendment changing the age of a taxi operator from 21 to 18.
Voted that the City Manager proceed with reconditioning of the eagle which was atop of the Liberty
Pole in the South End and then place it in the library.
Held a public hearing on the 1978-1979 School Department Budget.
Voted to accept and place on file two acknowledgement letters from Congressman D'Amours, one
regarding radiation at the shipyard and the other regarding impact aid program; also, one letter from
Senator Thomas Mclntyre regarding impact aid.
Motion to tear down the Whipple School and build a new court facility lost on a roll call vote 5-4.
MAY, 1978
Held a public hearing on the Historic District Ordinance and Resolution authorizing the City Manager
to submit Portsmouth's Historic District Ordinance to the Secretary of the Interior for certification.
Voted to table the matter of certification of the Historic District Ordinance and take another look and
see what possible problems are.
Held a public hearing on Ordinance regarding Residency for Department Heads and voted to pass the
Ordinance.
Held a public hearing on Ordinance amending age requirement for Pinball Machine Applicants - from
21 to 18 years of age and voted to pass the Ordinance.
Voted that an accompanying note be sent out with the tax bill this year showing what part goes for
state operation if a fourth category cannot easily be added on the computer bills.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to sign the lease with the St. John's Church regarding a piece of
land along the lower end of Daniel Street beside Bow Street for landscape area and passive recreation
use only.
Voted to repair the backstop at the ballfield at the request of the Central Little League, Inc., and to put
in next year's budget a request for replacement.
Asked the City Manager to bring to the attention of Whitman and Howard certain standards for the
handicapped to be included in plans for the swimming pool.
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JUNE, 1978
Voted to transfer $45,000 from Capital Reserve Account to Snow Removal Account to provide
sufficient funds to cover overdraft in Snow Removal Account.
Presented a Resolution for Market Square Day to Monica and Roomet Aring.
Mayor Wholey was presented a plaque given by the N.H. Planners Association as an award for the
Market Square project being one of the two most outstanding planning projects of the year.
Voted to do away with the 8:30 A.M. and 9:00 P.M. fire whistle.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to spend up to $700 for the necessary work to be done on the
eagle for the Liberty Pole.
Voted to blow the fire horn every day at noon.
Passed a Resolution authorizing borrowing in anticipation of taxes.
Voted to pass the Sewer User Fee Resolution which increases fees effective July 1, 1978.
Voted to pass the 1978-1979 Salary Ordinance as amended.
Voted to pass a Resolution appropriating $16,934,308 for the General Fund Expenditures.
Voted that it be a recommendation of the Council to take $413,000 from the Revenue Surplus
Account to reduce the tax rate.
Voted to pass a Resolution appropriating $1,027,107 for Water Fund Expenditures.
Voted to pass a Resolution appropriating $497,465 for Sewer Fund Expenditures.
JULY, 1978
Voted to accept and place on file report from the Community of Senior Citizens, Inc., regarding use of
the Farragut School for apartments for senior citizens.
Voted to have the City Attorney draft a Resolution notifying the B & M Railroad that something
should be done about the railroad tracks and empty LPG tank cars being left in such a congested
area.
Mayor Wholey thanked George Pitts and Steve McHenry for the carving and gilding of the Liberty
Pole Eagle.
AUGUST, 1978
Voted to reaffirm the August 8, 1977 action of the City Council to sell to HUD for $50,000 the Farragut
School, for purposes of their proposal.
Voted to have the Community Development Director check with other cities that have a drinking
fountain such as the one proposed for Market Square and get their pors and cons of it.
Voted that LPG tank cars shall not be allowed through the streets of the city as long as an alternate
route exists and that they shall be checked at the rail yard once a week to see that they are not in a
congested area.
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Voted to have the City Manager solicit proposals for lease of the Lafayette School Building and hold a
public hearing on all proposals the first meeting in September.
Voted to accept, with regret, the resignation of Councilman Jay Edwards, effective September 1,
1978; voted to appoint William Scott to fill the unexpired term of Jay Edwards, effective September 1,
1978 (in accordance with City Charter).
SEPTEMBER, 1978
Voted to request Alonzo Harriman Associates for estimates for cost of a 50 meter outdoor pool.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to sit down with Mr. Sawtelle and discuss his offer to rehibilate
the present pool, gratis.
Voted to have the City Manager negotiate with the Reindeer Co. for the Haven School sale,
considering easements, limitations, etc., and report back to the Council.
Asked the City Manager to check out land adjacent to the high school for possible site of a new
swimming pool.
Voted to give Mr. Sawtelle the green light to proceed with plans to rehabilitate the present Pierce
Island Pool at no cost to the City.
Voted to initiate South Street Improvement project under Urban Systems program.
Voted to authorize City Manager to prepare disposition agreement for sale of the Haven School to
the Reindeer Company for $25,000.
Authorized the City Manager to sign lease for the Lafayette School to the Community Day Care
Center.
OCTOBER, 1978
Asked that the City Manager take up the traffic light situation at Gosling Road and Woodbury Avenue
with Newington Selectmen and the State Highway Department to see if the matter can be resolved.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement for construction of Kearsarge Way
Bridge.
Voted to pass a Resolution abandoning the Whipple School project and rejecting bids on the project.
Voted to adopt a Resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute a contract with the New
Hampshire Office of Comprehensive Planning to undertake a mooring/docking facility study of the
Portsmouth Harbor area.
Voted to pass Residential Growth Ordinance.
NOVEMBER, 1978
Voted to hold a public hearing on November 27 to select a site for the new courthouse building with
sites to be considered - Greenland Road and Parrot Avenue.
Voted to appropriate $4,100 from the Community Development Contingency Fund for the Market
Square drinking fountain.
Voted down an Ordinance to increase Bike License Fees.
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Voted to put Peverly Hill Road land, Lots 109, 110, 111 out to bid as one lot, with a minimum bid of
$6,000 and that bids come back to the Council with the right of acceptance or rejection.
Voted to pass a Resolution authorizing $58,889.72 received from the State of NH in additional
highway subsidy funds to be appropriated for construction and/or reconstruction of Class IV and V
streets in the City of Portsmouth.
Voted on a roll call 6-3 to adopt a Resolution appropriating $177,500 from Revenue Surplus for
purchasing the Grossman property.
DECEMBER, 1978
Voted on a roll call 5-3 to build a new courthouse on the Parrott Avenue site.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to sign an agreement with the Bethel Assembly of God Church
for the Atlantic Heights school building.
Voted to send a letter to the Police Commission under all the Councilmen's names to request a foot
patrol in Market Square in the evening.
Voted to have the City Manager arrange to have Yield to Pedestrians signs put downtown at
crosswalks.
Voted to pass an Ordinance regarding Light Industrial and General Industrial Districts.
JANUARY, 1979
Voted to sell to Drake Enterprises, Inc., the only bidder. Lots 109, 110, 111, Plot Plan 66, located off
Peverly Hill Road, for $6,710.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to sign the Waste Disposal Contract with Coakley Construction
Company.
Voted to have the City Manager advertise for proposals for use of the Whipple School and report
back within ninety days.
FEBRUARY, 1979
Voted to hold a work session little town meeting on March 12 at the Dondero School with interested
parlies of the Elwyn Park Area relative to Iafolla Company blasting.
Voted to go on record and ask Assistant Mayor Splaine, who is also a State Senator, to put in a bill
that when a vacancy occurs on the School Board they must take the people who finish next in line at
the last election.
Held a public hearing on proposed improvements at the intersections of South, Sagamore, and Miller
Avenue; Bartlet and Islington Streets; Dennett and Maplewood Avenue. Voted opposed to any
further consideration of improvements.
Voted that the Council reaffirm the request that our Congressional Delegation work on changing
lunding for schools to Section 6 funding which whould be direct funds from the Department of
Defense.
MARCH, 1979
Voted to authorize the City Manager to request that Mr. Mahoney of the B & M Railroad have the
railroad tracks located within the city right-of-way on Bartlett Street removed at their expense.
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Voted to pass Ordinance regarding Record of Attendance for Boards and Commissions.
Voted that the City Manager bring back a report from the City Engineer on his assessment of the
paving job done last year in Elwyn Park.
Held a work session/little town meeting with Elwyn Park area residents to discuss blasting and other
problems in the area.
APRIL, 1979
Voted to authorize the Mayor to appoint one Council member and four residents of Portsmouth to a
committee to investigate and make recommendations on blasting problems in Elwyn Park area.
Voted to request the Legislative Delegation and the Senate to introduce legislation to allow the city to
bond a Refuse to Energy Facility outside the debt limit of Portsmouth.
Voted to name the new park in Atlantic Heights after Ralph C. (Duke) Maynard as a memorial to him
and that the City Manager prepare an appropriate plaque and set up a ceremony at the park opening.
Voted to approve the Middle/Islington Street Improvement project.
Held a public hearing regarding the Reindeer proposal for conversion of the Whipple School; voted to
authorize the City Manager to negotiate with the Reindeer Company on the sale of the building and
proposal similar to the Haven School as to contract requirements and that an allowance be made for
twenty more parking spaces to allow for visitor parking.
Voted on a roll call 5-3 to appropriate $17,500 for the Bow Street Park, with 50% Community
Development and 50% BOR Funds.
MAY, 1979
Held a public hearing on the Capital Budget Program 1980-1985 and voted to adopt same.
Voted to invite Mr. Clements, State Highway Commissioner, in for a meeting with the Council the
first meeting in July to discuss the Market Street Extension project.
Voted to go ahead with design build concept, between $850,000 and $920,000 expenditure limitation,
and have the Court Study Committee select one of the design build proposals and refer back to the
Council for final approval.
Voted to authorize awarding contract to Griffin Construction Company for Middle/Islington Street
Project in the amount of $394,815.
Voted that the City Manager and the City Attorney be directed to immediately petition the Public
Utilities Commission to close the Portsmouth B & M Railroad line for the transportation of hazardous
cargo until repairs as deemed necessary by the Public Utilities Commission are made.
JUNE, 1979
Held a public hearing on the proposed 1979-1980 Municipal Budget.
Voted on a roll call vote 6-3 to award the bid to Maxim Industries, Inc., for a new 1500 G. P.M. pumper
for the Fire Department in the amount of $82,571.
Voted on a roll call vote 8- 1 to pass a Resolution forming the City Council into a Charter Commission
to consider amendments to the Charter.
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Voted to have the City Manager report back on plans and costs of renovations to the South Meeting
House.
JULY, 1979
Held a public hearing on Tow Zone Ordinance and voted to pass same.
Heard a presentation from Mr. Clements, State Highway Commissioner, regarding the Market Street
Extension and proposed malls.
Voted to initiate a centralized telephone system on a lease basis.
Voted to pass a Resolution authorizing the City to apply for its second year of Small Cities
Community Development funding in the amount of $400,000.
AUGUST, 1979
Voted to authorize the City Manager to seek approval from the Public Utilities Commission for a 10%
across the board water rate increase.
Held a public hearing and voted to approve the South End Water Main Project.
Voted to have the City Manager and City Attorney apply to BOR for complete funding of an indoor
swimming pool, and if denied, authorize them to take proper steps for appeal.
Voted to treat Thaxter Road with skim and overlay at a cost of $9,826 versus stone chip at $2,410.20.
Voted to accept recommendation of Dan Ayer, Public Works Director, regarding the disposal of
surplus city equipment.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to send a letter to the Air Force informing them that the city is
interested in leasing the necessary land for a period of ten years for construction of a Refuse to Energy
incinerator at Pease.
Voted to proceed with the South Street sidewalk from the Lafayette School as far as $100,000 will go,
including curbing, good sidewalks, and changes regarding Mr. Malloy's property.
Held a public hearing regarding abolition of the Historic District and voted to place this matter on the
agenda for September 10.
SEPTEMBER, 1979
Voted to authorize the City Manager to go out for bids on the North Mill Pond Tidegate and report
back to the Council.
Voted to authorize the City Council Manager to proceed with the necessary application to acquire
the Little Harbor Chapel Estate (23'i> acres) using Conservation funds and applying for BOR funds.
Motion to abolish the Historic District Ordinances failed to pass on a 5-3 roll call.
Voted to have the City Manager bring in a Resolution at the first Council meeting in March
appropriating $75,000 for street maintenance.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to sign the contract with Robie Construction to proceed with
the UDAG Road.
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OCTOBER, 1979
Voted to accept report from Wright-Pierce, Architects and Engineers,
relative to Mooring and
Docking facilities, with no acceptance of sites.
Voted to pass a Resolution appropriating money for the South Meeting
House Hill building
renovations.
Held a public hearing on the Civil Defense Ordinance and voted to table the
second reading until the
first meeting in December.
Held a public hearing on the Bartlett/Islington Street Improvements and voted
to hold another public
hearing on the question of extending this project further up Bartlett Street to
the North Mill Pond
bridge and to also have the tunnel matter discussed.
NOVEMBER, 1979
Voted to authorize the City Manager to submit proposed Indoor Swimming Pool Rate Schedule to
BOR and that Mr. Canney report back to the Council with an operating budget for the pool before
any fees are decided on.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to proceed accordingly with the architect for final design of
the
indoor swimming pool and execute the necessary contract.
Held a public hearing on the discontinuance of the Growth Control Ordinance and voted to pass.
Discussed firefighters residency requirements and voted to have the Mayor appoint a committee to
look into the situation and report back to the Council the first meeting in January.
DECEMBER, 1979
Voted that the Maine-New Hampshire Interstate Bridge Authority be requested to consult with the
city about any requests from any developer relative to curb cuts, access roads, etc., at any location
within the city.
Voted to request the City Manager to forward a letter to the State Attorney General, requesting that
he prosecute Public Service Company, on the information the Health and Welfare Department has
given him, relative to hazardous material dumped by Public Service at the Seacrest site.
Voted to pass third and final reading of the Civil Defense Ordinance.
JANUARY, 1980
The new City Council members were sworn in and voted to accept the present Council Rules and
Orders.
Voted to have the Mayor appoint a committee to look into possible appropriate uses for the South
Meeting House building.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to proceed and execute the necessary documents relative to the
Whipple School construction.
Voted to have the City Manager send a letter to the Legislative Delegation and ask them to take our
views relative to mosquito control to the State Dept. of Agriculture.
Voted to authorize $23,000 from the Revenue Note Interest Account to be applied toward the
construction of the Public Works garage.
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FEBRUARY, 1980
Asked the City Manager to check out the condition of the streets not being properly lighted in the
Fleet and Porter Street area.
A petition from Congoleum Corporation relative to rezoning request for property located off Market
Street Extension was voted referred to the Traffic Safety Commission and Planning Board for report
back.
MARCH, 1980
Held a public hearing on Taxi Rate Charges for senior citizens and voted to pass ordinance.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to have two spaces for the handicapped moved from the bottom
end of the parking lot on Bridge Street to the top end.
Voted to accept the map designating "arterial streets" in the City of Portsmouth and have a copy of
the map transmitted to the NH Dept. of Public Works and Highways.
Held a public hearing on Ordinance amending Firemen's Residency Requirements and voted to pass.
Voted to approve proposed agreement between Congoleum Corporation and the City of
Portsmouth.
Voted to approve the suggested rules of procedure for the Historic District Commission.
APRIL, 1980
Held a public hearing on a Resolution appropriating $600,000 for additions and alterations to the
Wentworth and Sherburne Schools and voted to adopt same.
Held public hearing on the Capital Budget Program for years 1981 1986 and voted to pass.
Voted to authorize grant provisions for city wide Rehabilitation Loan Program.
Voted to award the bid to the low bidder, Coakley Construction Company, for the new indoor
swimming pool in the amount of $1,192,278.
MAY, 1980
Held a public hearing on Ordinance relative to tow zones-Public Library lot. This failed to pass.
Held a public hearing on a Resolution appropriating $75,000 from Revenue Surplus for Street
Maintenance and voted to pass.
Held a public hearingon Community Development - Middle/Islington Street Project, Final Phase, and
voted to authorize that this project go out to bid.
A letter from Hillcrest Estates asking for Council approval for an additional 66mobile home sites was
voted referred to the Planning Board for review and report back to the Council.
Voted to pass a Resolution designating the sum of $717,796.93, monies reimbursed from the state for
the High School Vocational Education addition, as a reserve in the Debt Service Funds to cover
payment of Bond Issue for design and construction costs of additions and alterations to the
Sherburne and Wentworth Schools.
Voted to request $16,000 from Revenue Surplus to see that the Pierce Island pool is properly opened.
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Voted to approve the request of New England Fishing Gear, Inc. to be Deputy Boat Tax Collector
and that they provide proper bonding to the city.
Voted to authorize the Refuse to Energy Committee to negotiate the final contract for construction of
a refuse to energy system with Consumat Systems of Richmond, Virginia, and to authorize the
committee to hire a technical outside consultant to work with the committee on the negotiation of a
contract and come back to the Council with figures.
JUNE, 1980
Held a public hearing on Ordinance requiring supervision of business premises after 6:00 P.M. and
passed same.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to go out to bid for a 10,000 gallon underground tank for the
Public Works garage.
Voted to have the City Attorney draft an Ordinance for first reading, raising the Gas Storage Permit
Fee to $75.00 for the original permit and $10.00 for the renewal.
Voted to have the City Manager write a letter to the Corps of Engineers urging immediate attention to
the tide gates on Maplewood Avenue.





Question #1 Amend City Charter - Section 3.4
Prohibit City Employees from engaging
in political campaigns dealing with
candidates for city offices
Question #2 Amend City Charter - Section 3.13
Create a Personnel Advisory Board
of five Portsmouth Citizens
Question #3 Amend City Charter to provide for a
Code of Ethics for City Councilmen
and Council Appointees
Question #4 Amend City Charter • Section 6.8
Power of City Council to select
Certified Public Accountants to
conduct independent audit
Question #5 Adopt Provisions of RSA 72:62
Property Tax Exemption on property
equipped with Solar Energy System
Question #6 • Adopt Provision of RSA 72:43-C
Expand exemptions on real estate
for the elderly
Question #7 • Adopt Provision of RSA 72:43-B
Changing the basis of real estate






























JOHN . WHOLEY, MAYOR 3,543
JAMES R. SPLAINE, ASSISTANT MAYOR . . 3,158
WILLIAM F. KEEFE 2,495
NICHOLAS R. AESCHLIMAN 2,307
JAY C. EDWARDS 2,271
MARY M. KEENAN 2,205
STEPHEN L TOBER 2,189
WILLIAM A. THOMAS, JR 2,102
PETER G. WEEKS 2,070
BOARD OF EDUCATION
FRANCIS T. MALLOY 3, 181
JOHN F. SULLIVAN 2,770
JANET M. CORCORAN 2,516
T RUSSELL BRIGHTMAN 2,385
CHARLES F. HALLE 2,289




Question #1 Amend City Charter so that
City Council rather than
City Manager has the power to
appoint Planning Board members
Question #2 - Amend City Charter • Section 3:21
Provide for enactment of a campaign
financing disclosure ordinance
Question #3 Amend City Charter to provide for a
full time auditor hired by and
responsible to the City Council
Question #4 Adopt provisions of RSA 56:40 permitting
applications for changes in party
affiliation to be made with the City
Clerk
Question #5 • Amend City Charter to provide for the
filling of a vacancy on the Board of
Education by person receiving the next
highest number of votes
Question #6 • Provide for a Bond Issue to finance
Refuse Incinerator


















Annual Report, 1978 - 1980
17
BALLOTS CAST














Ward Moderator John J. Haynes (D) 197
Ward Clerk Mary E. Cotton (D) 193
Ward Selectmen Joseph A. McEachern (D) 235
Joseph A. MacDonald (D) 204
William H. Clay (R) 171
Robert H. Tebbets (D) 185
Registrar of Voters at Large C. Cecil Dame (R) 220
Ward Moderator Linda R. Ashton (D) 285
Ward Clerk Theresa A. LoFranco (D) 380
Ward Selectmen Thomas P. Connors (D) 385
Jack LoFranco (D) 315
John T. Fabisak (D) 269
Registrar of Voters Isabelle T. Walsh (D) 287
Registrar of Voters at Large C. Cecil Dame (R) 274
Ward Moderator Evelyn E. Marconi (R) 353
Ward Clerk Mary Jane Brustman (D) 203
Ward Selectman William G. Scott (D) 361
Margaret Pecunies (R) 251
Earl P. Wilder (R) 224
Registrar of Voters Mildred B. Wilder (R) 274
Registrar of Voters at Large C. Cecil Dame (R) 248
Ward Moderator Sheila F. Brown (D) 134
Ward Clerk Grace J. Gintovt (D) 148
Ward Selectmen Eileen G. Rossley (D) 148
Kathleen Costello (D) 138
Francis Provost (D) 122
Registrar of Voters Barbara Shaw (D) 165
Registrar of Voters at Large C. Cecil Dame (R) 117
VITAL STATISTICS RECORDED
JULY 1977 - JUNE 1978
JULY 1978 JUNE 1979


























































VITAL STATISTICS (BIRTHS, DEATHS, MARRIAGES) $ 7,267. 14































This Department's time is spent; arranging hearings, setting up schedules, investigations, both juvenile and
adult, collecting restitution and counseling all probationers. In addition to these duties, our time is spent placing




Burglary 18 25 23
Theft 26 29 24
Drug Related Cases 7 11 10
Motor Vehicle Offenses 7 3 3
Neglected Children 6 14 9
Criminal Mischief 2 1 10
Reckless Conduct 2
Poss. of Alcoholic Beverages 1
Poss. of Stolen Property 4
Unauthorized taking of M.V. 13
P.I.N.S. 26






Receiving Stolen Property 2 4













The Adult cases processed through this Department have committed a misdemeanor such as Driving while
Intoxicated, Criminal Trespass, Criminal Mischief, Theft, or other related charges.
The total cases processed for each fisical year are listed below:
1977-78 1978-79 1979-80
21 24 32
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POLICE
1977-78 1978-79 1979-80
New Officers Michael J. Ronchi - 8/13/77
Charles A. Schwartzmiller 9/24/77
Philip G. Miles 1/7/78
David E. Hartzell • 4/15/78
Bradley J. Russ - 5/6/78
Phillip C. Ahlin - 9/23/78
John A. Centola -11/18/78
Michael M. Magnant - 6/30/79
Kevin K. Semprini - 9/22/79
Donald Truax - 6/21/80
Promotions Michael E. Fracher, Sgt. - 3/4/78 Kerry P. Plaisted, Capt. 12/2/78
George Krook, Lt. - 12/2/78
Charles M. Connor, Sgt. 12/2/78
Michael E. Fracher, Lt. - 2/4/80
Charles LaRose, Capt. 6/17/80
Dennis K. Cilley, Sgt. 6/17/80
Resignations Thomas Hanson 4 14 78 James Horan 8 3 78
Gregory Ambrose - 1 1/17/78
Robert Finney 1/15/79
Michael Ellsworth - 3/9/79
Edward Harrington 6 22 79
Clifford Ryland 9/7/79
Timothy Ollivierre - 6/27/80
Retirements Richard B Maddock,
Joseph St. Pierre, Ptl.
Emil W. Peschel, Ptl.
Paul F. Hebert. Ptl.




Clifton R. Boone, Capt. 2/1/78 Carl Ward, Capt. - 6/17/80
Deceased Mary C. Larin, P.Y.A. 12/9/79
Edwin Capone, Retired - 7/17/80
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FIRE STATISTICS











Assessed valuation of buildings
endangered by fire
Insurance coverage






1977/78 During the year, 1977, Fire Chief Paul Long of the Portsmouth Fire Department established The
Bureau of Fire Prevention and Control within the Portsmouth Fire Department with funding for one
full-time person. On November 28, 1977, George Pierce, Jr. assumed duties as Deputy Chief, Bureau
of Fire Prevention/Control, Portsmouth Fire Department. The initial task of the newly created fire
prevention bureau was to establish bureau organization, responsiblilites and objectives. The bureau
was organized into four distinct functions; plan-review and new construction, enforcement and
inspections, investigation and records and reports. The Bureau of Fire Prevention and Control also
established the following major operating objectives: Provide a reasonable degree of safety to life and
property from fire by limiting and eventually reducing the number and severity of fires occurring in
this city.
Within the first year of the fire prevention bureau's existence, a concentrated effort has been
expanded to create a fire safety consciousness in the city by executing all of the previously listed
functions to various degrees. These initial efforts appear to have brought about an increased
awareness toward fire prevention and fire protection in general as evidenced by the fact that more
and more problems are brought to our attention before they develop into hazardous situations and
there is more willing and complete compliance with our recommendations, and that request for
information, classes, etc., are becoming more frequent. This has been the first year of operation as a
bureau of the Portsmouth Fire Department. It has been a year of development; setting up an
organization, creating operating objectives and responsibilities and establishing a budget to procure
certain amounts of equipment to meet the pressing responsibilities of prevention and control.
1978/79 FY 78/ 79 has been the second year of operation as a Bureau of the Portsmouth Fire Department. As
shown by this report, it has been a year of development; setting up an organization, creating operating
objectives and responsibilities and establishing a budget to procure certain amounts of equipment to
meet the pressing responsibilites of fire prevention and control.
As new structures are added to the city and old structures remodeled, fire protection equipment
through design will be provided for the protection of the building and life safety of the occupants.
A program of public education must also be continued at all levels to reduce public ignorance and
indifference toward fire and its devastating consequences.
The Bureau conducted some 500 inspections of places of assembly, schools, health-care facilities,
industrial buildings and dwellings. Fire prevention lectures and demonstrations were given to over
one thousand people with over one thousand pamphlets given out concerning babysitter information,
portable extinguishers, home detectors, emergency phone numbers, wood stoves, fire inspection
checklists and home escape planning. A new operating budget of $440.00 was developed for the
upcoming fiscal year.
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Fire Department Training
1977/78 During FY 77/78, all firefighters and officers have taken the one hundred and four ( 104) hour course
"Fire Fighter", using the standards set by the N.H. Minimum Training Standards Commission. This
course consisted of the following subjects: Fire Behavior, Fire Streams, Forcible Entry, Fire Hose,
Ladders, Rope Salvage and Overhaul, Ventilation, Protective Clothing, Breathing Apparatus, and
Tools & Safety.
In addition, all firefighters and officers were instructed every six months in Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation. The course was given by qualified instructors who are members of the department.
Thirty firefighters and officers have taken a twenty-four hour EMT refresher course. This will
requalify them for another two years as Emergency Medical Technicians. Three firefighters have
taken the one hundred and one (101) hour EMT course. Seven firefighters attended a class on
Emergency Burn Care at the Portsmouth Hospital. Members have also attended seminars for
Emergency Medical Care.
During this FY, we had the good fortune to have may buildings donated for training. These buildings
were used to train firefighters in the many evolutions of fire suppression. Our neighboring Fire
Departments were also involved in order to be better co-ordinated when working at a mutual aid fire
situation.
1978/79 During the absence of the Training Officer in FY 78/79 due to his retirement, routine in-service
training was done by each platoon in the areas of Firefighting Tactics, Emergency Medical Services,
and Area and Occupancy Familiarization. Day to day training involvement in these routine areas
were necessary in order to maintain an acceptable level of proficiency.
During this period, Captain Gindlesperger set up and coordinated a six hour Oxygen Therapy
Course insturcted by Mrs. Magerie Casey, EMT Instructor.
Also, Captain Watson scheduled and coordinated a six hour Arson Investigation Course instructed
by Mr. Charles Chamberlin of the N.H. State Fire Marshals Office. This course was attended by our
Call Department personnel.
On February 10, 1980, the position of Training Officer was filled by promotion of Deputy Chief
Leonard Goyette.
Planning and scheduling of training activities was given much attention. A program was planned to
provide organized, and objective/goal oriented training. Training was conducted with the overall
objectives directed toward rendering an improved emergency service to the public. Fire suppression
Tactical skill proficiency useage of new equipment; Formal critique of all working fires; N.H. Certified
Firefighter Qualification (for Probationary firefighters); Advanced first aid refresher course;
Defensive driving course; Natural and Propane Gas Emergencies Course.
1979/80 The FY/80 has been the third year of operation as the Bureau of Fire Prevention and Control of the
Portsmouth Fire Department. As shown by this report, it has been a year of continued development
and further refinement of Bureau objectives, responsibilities and budget.
The Bureau conducted some 600 inspections in places of assembly, schools, health-care facilities,
industrial buildings and dwellings. Fire prevention lectures and demonstrations were given out
concerning babysitter information, portable extinguishers, home detectors, emergency phone
numbers, wood stoves, fire inspection checklists and home escape planning. An operating budget of
$440.00 was developed for the upcoming fiscal year. A year-long career development program was
conducted in cooperation with the Portsmouth Junior High School.
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Fire Alarm:
During FY 77/78, there was an installation of 12 Master Fire Alarm boxes installed in commercial
buildings supervised by the Department. All necessary repairs were made to fire alarm system to
make it dependable.
During FY 78/79, the Fire Alarm Division, under the direction of Superintendent John Gailey has
made remarkable accomplishments during the past two years.and the fire alarm and communication
system will be completed during FY 79/80.
A total of 9 new Master Boxes were added to the system during the period FY 79/80. New cable was
installed from Lafayette and Ewyn Roads to the Sub-Station. A cable trailer was designed and
constructed by the fire department. Normal maintenances and emergency repairs were performed
during the period of FY 79/80. Maintenance consisted of tree trimming and splicing wires which were
broken due to wind and snow storms, and tracing and repairing open circuits caused by highway
accidents that affected wires on public service poles, and relocating fire alarm cable to new telephone
and electric pole construction.
Apparatus Maintenance:
During FY 77/78, a total expenditure of $8,906.00 was for maintenance and repairs of the twelve
apparatus'. Although a portion of this amount consisted of non-recurring expenses such as accident
damage, breakdowns and new equipment purchases, a greater amount was attributed to the
continued general upgrading and improved maintenance of vehichles and equipment.
During FY 78/79, a total expenditure of $7,164.00 was for maintenance and repairs of the twelve
apparatus'. Fire Department Apparatus Maintenance and Repair is in charge of Firefighter Edward
Tullly. who is responsible (on a volunteer basis) foi repair and replacement of parts of 12 vehicles,
plus all portable engines which are the property ol the department. In addition. Firefighter Tully
perlorms the bi-annual Stale Inspections required lor re-registrations ol apparatus
During FY 79/80, a total expenditure of $9,648.00 was for maintenance and repairs of twelve
apparatus' and miscellaneous equipment. The high cost during this period was due to major sublet
repairs by commercial facilities that could not be performed by the department mechanic.
Safety:
A new preventive maintenance program was established with R & L Service Air Testing. This service
maintains, tests, services, and repairs all self-contained breathing apparatus, which is so vital to the
firefighter profession. N.F.P.A. Approved Protective Clothing is being provided to all firefighters on a
planned replacement schedule.
In-house safety continues to be given priority , and regular safety meetings scheduled by the City is
attended by the fire department safety officer, Captain Gindlesperger.
All accidents which involve personnel or apparatus require written reports submitted, and follow-up
reviews to determine if our procedures require changes to eliminate conditions which may have
attributed to the accident.
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LEGAL
The City of Portsmouth's Legal Department is comprised of one attorney and one secretary. The
cost of this department to the taxpayers during fiscal year 1977/78 was $39,672.00.
The services of this office include advising and defending the City Council, City Manager, Planning
Board, Board of Adjustment, the twelve boards and commissions of the City, the School Department
and the research of various legal questions which are referred to the City Attorney for his opinion.
As of June 1978 there were thirteen cases pending in Rockingham County Superior Court.
The City of Portsmouth's Legal Department is comprised of one attorney and one secretary. The
cost of this department to the taxpayers during fiscal year 1978/79 was $41,740.00.
The services of this office include advising and defending the City Council, City Manager, Planning
Board, Board of Adjustment, the twelve boards and commission of the City, the School Department
and the research of various legal questions which are referred to the City Attorney for his opinion.
As of June 1979 there are twenty-one cases pending in Rockingham County Superior Court.
The City of Portsmouth's Legal Department is comprised of one attorney and one secretary. The
cost of this department to the taxpayers for fiscal year 1979/80 was $44,609.00.
On December 31, 1979, Charles M. Eldredge resigned as City Attorney to enter private practice. On
April 29, 1980, David R. Connell was appointed as City Attorney.
As of June 1980 there were 16 cases pending in Rockingham County Superior Court.
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WELFARE
DIRECT RELIEF
Average number of monthly cases
Average number of persons
Average monthly expenditures






Participant in Market Square Day Parade
Programs given at Portsmouth Jr. High School, Dondero School, Wentworth School, New Franklin School, Lady Isle
School and Little Harbor School.
Tours given at: Animal Medical Center to Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Brownies and 4-H Groups.
79/80
Awarded the New England Federation of Humane Societies Humanitarian Service Award
Programs to Brownies, Cub Scouts, Portsmouth Jr. High School
Assisted the New Hampshire S.P.C.A. at the Dondero School Annual Pet Show.
Attended public hearings at the State House in Concord
Active in the Dogs Organization of Granite State, The National Animal Control Association, The New Hampshire
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, The New Hampshire Animal Control Officers
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT
The Planning Department provides staff assistance to the Planning Board, the Board of Adjustment,
the Historic District Commission and the Citizen's Council on Community Development. The
Department makes recommendations to the City Council and City Manager on issues relevant to the
development of the community. The Planning Director serves as Chairman of the Site Review
Committee, which reviews the site plans of industrial, commercial, major residential, and parking lot
developments to insure that public interests are protected. The Planning Department also files
applications for state, federal and private grants.
Planning Board 1977-1978
During 1977-78, the Planning Board held eleven regular meetings. It acted on twenty-one subdivisions
of land. The most important of these cases was the proposal by the House of Three, which was
originally denied for 260 lots and eventually approved for 124 lots. It also made recommendations on
several major requests for rezoning. The Planning Board made recommendations to the City Council
against rezonings in the cases of the Hanscom property for a proposed truck stop, the Linn property
on Sagamore Avenue for proposed garden apartments and the Burtt property on Banfield Road for
industrial use. The Board made a favorable recommendation for rezoning to Central Business for an
area on Bow Street that will soon include the home of Theatre-by-the-Sea. The Board also heard one
appeal from the Site Review Board.
The Board adopted a Capital Budget and Improvement Program for 1979-1984 and made
recommendations relating to an application for federal funds to assist in the expansion of Data
General to provide 500 additional jobs. The Board also held discussions on Community
Development, the master plan for Pierce Island and on the Coastal Zone Management Act.
Planning Board 1978-79
During 1978-79, the Planning Board held eleven regular meetings. One meeting was cancelled due to
excessive snow. The Board acted on twenty-two requests for subdivision, three requests for
rezoning, five requests for lot line changes, and three requests for land purchase or sale
recommendations, as well as other varied requests.
One major subdivision application was the request of David A. Linn for approval of a proposed
Planned Unit Development consisting of 133 condominium units on land located off of Sagamore
Avenue. This application was denied by the Board.
The Planning Board adopted a Capital Budget and Improvement Program for 1980-85 and made
recommendations on the reuse of the Haven and Whipple Schools. The Planning Board also
considered such varied issues as Coastal Zone Management, Community Development, Urban
Waterfront Planning Grants, and Outer Continental Shelf Studies.
PLANNING BOARD 1979-80
During 1979-80, the Planning Board held thirteen regular and special meetings. It acted on twenty-
four requests for subdivision, three requests for rezoning, seven requests for lot line changes as well
as other varied requests.
One major application brought before the Board was the rezoning petition of Congoleum
Corporation for property located at the intersection of Market Street Connector and 1-95.
Congoleum was requesting a rezoning to Light Industrial to allow the locating of its corporate offices
on approximately 18 acres. This proposal was subsequently forwarded to the City Council with the
Planning Board's recommendation that it be approved.
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In other actions, the Planning Board adopted a Capital Budget and Improvement Program for 1981-86
and a new Master Plan and new Subdivision Regulations.
The Master Plan serves as the foundation for orderly growth and development in the City. It provides
a cohesive development policy by which the City can protect the welfare of its people and its land and
water resources. The Master Plan provides a comprehensive basis against which future matters such
as subdivisions, rezoning requests, and commercial and industrial developments can be judged. The
Master Plan presents to the City a balancing between the public's interest in preserving open space
and critical enviromental resources and the interest of private property owners in development. The
Planning Board adopted the City's Master Plan 1980 in June.
Subdivision regulations are intended, in part, to ensure the proper distribution of the population
which is compatible with adjacent land uses, to ensure the proper location and width of streets, and to
ensure the use of established engineering standards for the installation of improvements. The
Planning Board adopted revised Subdivision Rules and Regulations in June, 1980.
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment provides a "relief valve" for situations where a literal enforcement of the
Zoning Ordinance will result in unnecessary hardship to a property owner. The Board of Adjustment
hears petitions for variances and also hears requests for special exceptions as allowed in the Zoning
Ordinance and administrative appeals.
In 1977-78, the Board held 19 meetings with 71 public hearings. Of the 51 petitions for variances, 33
were granted (many with conditions attached) and 18 denied, for an approval rate of 64. 7"... Of the 18
requests for special exceptions, 16 were granted and 2 denied, for an approval rate of 88.9":.. Of the 2
administrative appeals, both were denied.
In 1978-79, the Board held 134 public hearings. Of the 119 appeals for variances, 85 were granted
(many with conditions attached), 26 were denied and 8 were tabled or withdrawn, for an approval rate
of 76.4"... Of the 15 requests for special exceptions, 7 were granted, 4 denied and 4 were tabled or
withdrawn, for an approval rate of 46.7"..
In 1979-80, the Board held 111 public hearings. Of the 90 appeals for variances, 57 were granted
(many with conditions attached), 24 were denied and 9 were tabled or withdrawn, for an approval rate
of 63.3"... Of the 21 requests for special exceptions, 15 were granted, 4 denied and 2 were tabled or
withdrawn, for an approval rate of 71.4%.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
During the fiscal years 1978 - 1980, the City of Portsmouth Community Development Department
participated in many programs and projects.
Projects undertaken during this period include:
McDonough Street Neighborhood Improvement Project
A project to physically uprade one of the City's most blighted neighborhoods was completed. Among
the improvements and activities undertaken were street resurfacing, new sidewalks, curbs, and
street trees, the development of a neighborhood park, code enforcement and housing rehabilitation
loans and grants.
Seacrest Village
This project provided public amenities in an area of low income residential concentration. The
improvements included sidewalks, curbs, limited street resurfacing and street trees.
Lafayette Road Sidewalk
This project provided a sidewalk along a busily traveled state route between a residential area and the
high school, with heavy strip commercial uses in between.
Woodbury Avenue Sidewalk
This project enabled safe pedestrian activity along a major traffic artery which lies adjacent to several
residential areas.
Industrial Park
Funds were made available to the City's Economic Commission to complete site preparation for an
industrial park, including construction of roads and replacement of utilities.
Recreation Improvements. Sherburne (park site), New Franklin, Wentworth, Atlantic Heights,
Pine Street, Alumni Field, Maple Haven
This was an omnibus program designed to improve the quality of a number of recreation areas. In
addition, this program provided for the construction of a new recreation area and to construct new
tennis facilities in the northern quandrant of the City.
Social Services Port House, Day Care Center, Senior Center, Senior Bus
This project was designed to provide aid to several social service projects benefiting low income
people (elderly, low income children) and consisted of improvements to the Community Day Care
Center, Senior Center, Port House and service project for elderly residents.
South Street Sidewalks
This project provided a sidewalk along a heavily traveled section of South Street which was in much
need of pedestrian protection.
Atlantic Heights - Clough Field
These two parks created new recreational facilities for the particular neighborhoods.
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Lcary Field
This facility was designed to provide a particular type of recreational facility sorely lacking in the
community. The overall residents benefited as well as low income residents by the prodivision of this
much needed recreational facility. This project was completed. 50"u funding by B.O.R.
Recreation - New Franklin
This project involved the creation of a new playground at the New Franklin School.
Market Square Central Business District Improvements
This project was designed and developed to assist in improving the economic vitality of the C.B.D.
through landscaping, traffic safety improvements, street furniture, creation of parking areas, as well
as the creation of passive recreation sites.
City Wide Rehabilitation
This project is designed to meet the housing rehabilitation needs of low income residents especially
elderly scattered throughout the City who met stiff HUD. income guidelines.
South Street Waterline
This project provided a waterline in a densely populated older city neighborhood sorely lacking an
adequate water infrastructure.
Technology Park
This is a project intended to provide for the planning and eventual physical site improvements (if all
goes as planned) needed for the slanted new research type industrial park (Technology Park). The
planning phase for this activity has just begun.
Swimming Pool
This project evolved out of the defunct plan to replace the Pierce Island Pool with an entirely new
seasonal facility. After much discussion and planning, the site of the facility was moved to its present
Alumni Drive location and the project redesigned for an all year round structure. The project is
designed to benefit especially low income and elderly residents who are the most underpriviledged in
the Community regarding recreation and access to recreational facilities.
Bartlett Street Neighborhood Improvement Project
Plans are being completed for housing rehabilitation, loans and grants, code enforcement and street
improvements. The areas residents have been able to apply for grants and loans since Spring and
Code Enforcement work should commence mid-summer of 1981.
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PUBLIC WORKS
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Street and Sidewalk Maintenance (contractual) - Continued































1977-78 520' of granite curbing
165' of asphalt curbing
1978-79 Reset 992' of granite curbing (Fleet Street, Market Street)
1979-80 Reset 2000' of granite curbing (Richards Avenue)
Reconstructed Sidewalks:
1978-79 Reconstructed sidewalks (Fleet Street, Market Street, Chapel Street)
1979-80 Reconstructed sidewalk (Sheafe Street)
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Street and Sidewalk Maintenance (City Forces)














REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL
1977-78 City collection crews collected and disposed of over 22,000 tons of refuse last year.
Approximately 600 homes a day receive this curbside service.
1978-79 City crews collected and disposed of approximately 20,000 tons of refuse. The total amount
of refuse disposed of at the sanitary landfill was 35,923 tons.
1979-80 City Collection crews collected and disposed of approximately 30,000 tons of refuse. The
total amount of refuse disposed of at the sanitary landfill was 41,768 tons.
CONSTRUCTION AND ENGINEERING
Provided inspection services for the Lafayette Road Sidewalk project.
Provided engineering design and inspection for the North Mill Pond Sewer Replacement Project. City forces
made the final connections.
City forces performed engineering and construction of the sidewalk replacement phase of the Memorial Bridge
Approach repair project.
Began the design for the Leary Field Restoration project.
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INSPECTION DIVISION













Inspection of the Deer Street tide gate modification.
Design of the North Mill Pond Causeway Project.
Administration and review of ongoing sewer separation program.
FY 79-80
Administration and inspection of the Memorial Bridge Rehabilitation Phase III.
Design, administration, and inspection of the Public Works Garage Facility.
Design, administration and construction of the Bartlett-Islington intersection project.
Design and construction of the South Street water main.
Design and inspection of the South Street sidewalk.
Review and inspection of the Indoor Swimming Pool.
Review and inspection of the Parrot Ave. Courthouse.
Annual Municipal Buildings inspection.
Review and inspection of the UDAG Industrial Road.
Administration and inspection of the North Mill Pond Causeway Project.
Preliminary design of the North Mill Pond tide gate.
Administration of review on ongoing sewer separation program.

















COMMUNITY CENTER AND JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER ACTIVITIES
Drama Classes
Bonnie Prudden Exercise Classes for Pre-schoolers




















One on One Basketball
Seacoast Basketball Tournament
Junior High School Basketball Tournament
Senior High School Basketball Tournament
City League Basketball Tournament
Racquetball Co-ed Lessons and Leagues
Handball Mens League
Tennis Lessons Adults and Children
Table Tennis League
Portsmouth Dancers











Tai Chi Chaun Classes
I Ching Classes
Shiatus Workshop





























Fleet Reserve and Auxilliary





















Search and Rescue Team
Pigeon Club
Life Underwriters
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The organization of School Administrative Unit #52 is comprised of a Superintendent of Schools, and Assistant
Superintendent, a Business Administrator and a Teacher Consultant for Special Education. The total staff (teachers,
principals, secretaries, clerks, aides, custodians, cafeteria workers, nurses) numbers over 600. Over 100 of these are
part-time employees.
LIBRARY
A number of exciting new library services were intorduced during the 1977-78 year. The Children's
Department began Fish Tales in the summer of 1977 and continued it in the summer of 1978. This
program brings story hours and books to borrow to children at three of the City's playgrounds. A
winter Classic Film Festival started in late 1977. The calendar of Summer Events, which gathered
exhibits, concerts, plays and other entertainments in the Seacoast area into a day by day listing, was
well received.
The use of established library services continued to grow steadily. In 1977-78, 162,434 items were
loaned. This represents a 56% increase in items loaned in just two years. Better than 10 meetings a
week, in excess of 500 meetings a year, took place in the Vaughan and Shoals Rooms at the Library.
Film demand continued to climb. Over 500 films, which the Portsmouth library borrows from the
State Library, were viewed by 14,909 people in community groups. An additional 3.950 people viewed
films sponsored by the Library at Prescott Park during the summer and at the Winter Classic Film
Children's story hours, films, school tours, and special programs continued to meet the needs of
hundreds of children. During the 1977-78 year 5,876 children participated in more than 280 programs
offered at the Library. Reference personnel conducted tours of the Library for school classes and
community groups, taught reference lessons to school groups, and coordinated exhibits in the
reference area, in display cases throughout the building, and in the Vaughan Room.
During the 1978-79 fiscal year the Portsmouth Public Library continued to provide Portsmouth with
informational, educational and recreational services. 175, 1 13 items circulated, and increase of 12,444
over the previous year.
The library continued the Seacoast Summer Events Calendar which provided a daily listing of
happenings in the seacoast. The winter film series from January through April presented such films
as "Invasion of the Body Snatchers". The library also continued its film festival at Prescott Park. The
Reference Department offered such programs as Fitness Without Pain, which in addition to
speakers, provided a bibliography and directory. Also offered was a CPR program.
Other services provided by the library include Interlibrary loan of books from other libraries, films
borrowed from the State Library for local organizations, meeting rooms for local groups, and the loan
of audiovisual equipment to local organizations.
The Childrens' Room was very busy in 1978-79. The summer program called "Close Encounters with
Books" included an outreach program of storytelling, games, and book lending. The children's
librarian and assistant did storytelling at Pro Portsmouth Farmer's Market in the fall. A realia
collection of circulating educational toys and games was begun focusing on items for preschoolers
that enables them to learn in many ways. Also established was a good collection of records and tape
cassettes. Kits for hospital bound children were assembled. There were 250 programs with 6,698
children attending.
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The Portsmouth Public Library continued to provide many innovative services during the 1979-80
fiscal year. The library circulated 187,220 items, an increase of 12,107 over the previous year. The
library's meeting rooms and audiovisual equipment continued to receive heavy use, as did State
Library films. The meeting rooms were used 458 times by 6551 people and 42 groups used 57 pieces of
AV equipment. 376 films from the State Library were viewed by 12,545 people. 81 reels of census
microfilm was borrowed from the Federal Archives and Records Center.
The library cooperated with the Seacrest Village Youth Center to show films and lend books to early
elementary school students. Storytelling, games and book lending were carried on at Dondero
School playground. A special film program was added on Friday morning for preschools, nursery
schools and day care centers. Large numbers of children attended. In cooperation with Community
Day Care, the director and children's librarian worked on the Project Little Kids Committee, to
produce a brochure to promote parental awareness of pre-reading skills. A total of 287 childrens'
programs were provided to 7, 257 children.
Other services at the library include art prints for a two month loan, community information
consumer aid and information, a copy machine, large print books, Portsmouth area restaurant
menus, pamphlet file, tourist information and zip code information.
The library is open 65 hours a week; Monday - Thursday 9-9, Friday and Saturday 9-5:30.
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ECONOMIC COMMISSION
It is the goal of the Portsmouth Economic Commission to stimulate and encourage responsible
industrial and commercial development throughout the City. The major accomplishments realized
by the Commission in this endeavor over the last several years are summarized below:
During the fiscal year 1977-78, the Economic Commission changed directors from Raymond
Richardson to Robert Benson. The newly completed Portsmouth Industrial Park attracted four new
companies: D.F. Harris, Post Machinery, Erie Scientific and Watts Regulatory. Service Federal
Credit Union established operations in a new building at the Borthwick Industrial Park, while Liberty
Mutual started construction on a major additon to their existing facility. This addition is intended to
house the national computer operations for the company. The Woodbury Avenue Shopping Center
was completed and ready for occupancy with K-Mart as the major tenant.
The following fiscal years (1978-80) saw the construction of two new buildings in the Portsmouth
Industrial Park which were occupied by McConnell Plastics and the Advent Corporation. The City
successfully obtained a $650,000 Urban Development Action Grant (UDAG) from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to construct a new industrial street between
Lafayette and Banfield Roads. In conjunction with this UDAG project, Data General undertook a
1 15,000 s.f . addition to their existing building and added 500 new jobs. A major national company - the
Congoleum Corporation - started construction on their new corporate headquarters building to be
located off 1-95 on Market Street.
The Economic Commission looks forward with optimism to continuing success for the future in
achieving their goal of economic betterment for the City.










Christopher Sheridan, Economic Development Director
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1977/78
Attended several meetings of the Planning Board.
Care of the indigent very few of late years.
Answering questions about break-down of house services such as water-heat, etc. and directing them
to the proper authorities.
Inspecting the stores (food) and restaurants following a fire and answering complaints from displaced
persons following a fire and directing them to the proper authorities.
Keeping in touch with the New Hampshire Civil Defense Agency.
Inspecting Lab reports from Concord, NH State Diagnostic Laboratories of specimens secured by
teachers in the School Department.
In general am also receiving telephone calls not related to Health, but have to do with social and
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PURCHASING
Formal Bids Issued




The programs carried out by the Conservation Commission during the fiscal years 1977 to
1980 have been, as in the past, in the areas of City beautification, preservation of open
space to protect characteristic local flora and fauna and a potential for quiet recreation now
and in the future, and protection of the wetlands.
In addition to several field trips related to the protection of critical areas either proposed for open
space acquisition or proposed for development, the Commission held regular meetings, all but one at
City Hall:
4 meetings in 1977-78
7 meetings in 1978-79
7 meetings in 1979-80
Expenditures from yearly budget of $1,200 have been, each year, divided between purchase of annual
flowering plants, occasional purchase of trees to supplement the usual 5,000 shade tree budget
requested under Department of Public Works, due to the Association of Conservation Commissions,
and cost of copying letters and other documents with the City Hall copying machine.
PROGRAMS:
I. City Beautification:
a) Shade tree planting:
1977-78:The usual City-wide planting was replaced by a concentrated planting on
Market Square as part of the Square's redevelopment design.
1978-79: Seventy (70) shade trees were planted along sidewalks and on private lawns
bordering on City streets upon individual request.
1979-80: A smaller budget allowed for the purchase of only seventeen (17) trees. The
species of trees requested by the Commission were purchased on a competitive bidding
basis, through the Purchasing Department. Planning for appropriate location and
supervision of the planting by nurserymen under contract was carried out on a volunteer
basis by the Commission Chairman who is presently the appointed City Arborist.
b) Flower Plantings:
In the Spring of the 3 years covered in this report, annual flowering plants were purchased
with a portion of the Commission's annual budget, and planted, with assistance from the
Department of Public Works personnel, at the following locations:
- six window boxes at City Hall.
-six hanging boxes at the City's entrances.
-twelve concrete urns on the Vaughn Mall parking lot.
- four flower beds at street intersections and one park.
The designing and planting of a flower bed in a tricolor arrangement around the flagpole
of Market Square was a new project initiated in 1979-80.
II. Open Space:
During the fiscal year 1977-78 the important acquisition of a parcel of wooded land on
Sagamore Avenue and Wentworth House Road took place. The City Council authorized
the use of funds from the Open Space Trust Fund and matching funds were obtained
from the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. The acquisition had several purposes.
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1) Perserve the scenic character of two entrances to the City • Sagamore Road and
Wentworth House Road both at the Rye townline.
2) Encourage passive recreation uses: skating on the small pond, walking and study
of interesting fauna and flora throughout the wood grove referred to with the Open
Space Plan as the "Wentworth Grove."
During the same year the Commission made recommendations relating to the design of
an open space preserve within the House of Three subdivision a major residential
development situated in the vicinity of Berry's Brook, an area of undisturbed woodland.
During the year 1978-79 the Commission made recommendations opposing the
rezoning of Banfield Road's westerly side, known as Great Bog, from residential to
industrial, in order to insure the integrity of the Bog as a whole already recommended for
preservation in the Open Space Plan.
During the year 1979-80 the Commission participated in a field examination and review
of the Master Plan for recreational facilities in the area of the Senior High School, and
recommended:
1) to preserve all wetlands on City-owned land in the vicinity of the school.
2) to preserve the woodland for running trails and for nature studies by science
classes.
3) to develop a plan for recreational facilities at the site of the former dump when its
stabilization is completed.
III. Protection of Wetlands:
During the year 1978-79 the Commission made recommendations relating to the
preservation of the swamp forest partially occupying a new City-owned industrial park
on the easterly side of Banfield Road. The Commission also recommended that
development be omitted from the aquifer occupying the center of the Portsmouth
Industrial Park previously created. The swampy forest and brooklets involved in both
cases are the headwater of one branch of Pickering Brook.
During 1979-80 the Commission participated in field examination and review of areas of
wetlands outlined in the City's Comprehensive Plan and recommended their exclusion
from future development. During the 3 years of the report Commission members
reviewed all applications presented to the Wetlands Board of New Hampshire (formerly
"Special Board") for permit to fill or dredge wetlands, in accordance with the provisions
of the State's Wetland legislation (RSA 483-a). Field examination was conducted for all
major projects having the potential of affecting abutters property or publicly owned
watercourses. Recommendations against the granting of a permit were forwarded to the
Wetland Board when detrimental effects could be anticipated.
All the above programs and actions have aimed at maintaining a high quality of life both in
the densely populated and rural neighborhoods of the City through the preservation of
its natural assets and the addition of beneficial vegetation (trees and flowers) in
approprite locations
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OFFICE OF
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
The Office of Emergency Management (formerly the office of Civil Preparedness) has been engaged
in the following activities over the last three years covered by this report.
* New Director Herald F. Good, Jr. (as of June, 1978)
* Radiological Monitoring Training for Police and Fire Departments
* Hazardous Materials Training
* L.P.G. Emergencies
* Nuclear Fixed Facilities Emergencies
* Radio Communications
* Budget Preparation
* Basic Disaster Planning
* Redesigning Outdoor Warning System
* Re-writing Emergency Management Operations Plan
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is presently conducting a comprehensive
planning study called, "Crisis Relocation Planning" (CRP) for nuclear wartime conditions. Due to the
proximity of Pease Air Force Base and the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, we are a Class I strike target.
Included in this planning process, we are updating our shelter capability for wartime and natural
disasters.
Your continued support and cooperation is vital to the future success of this program
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
GENERAL FUND
BALANCE SHEET, June 30, 1978
ASSETS
Cash $ 118,548
Investments (Note 5) 757,000
Accounts receivable 28,901
Due from federal government 2,306
Taxes receivable - delinquent $800,024
Less estimated uncollectible
delinquent taxes 132,000 668,024
Deeded property 16,489
Due from other funds:
Capital Projects Fund 4,906
Enterprise • Water Fund 20,074
Enterprise - Sewer Fund 148,292
Federal Revenue Sharing Fund 4,332
Comprehensive Employment and
Training Act Fund 44,163
Categorical School Grants Fund 147,886
Other Federal • State Programs Fund 783 370,436
Total Assets $1,961,704
LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE
Accounts payable $ 235, 130
Accrued payroll, payroll taxes and withholdings 584,880
Accrued liability for workmens compensation claims (Note 4) 55,000
Reserve for encumbrances 107, 138
Fund Balance:
Appropriated (Note 2) 245,020
Unappropriated 734,536
Total Liabilities, Reserves, and Fund Balance $1,961,704
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STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE
Unappropriated Appropriated
Fund balance, July 1, 1977 $ 674,826 $379,784
Add: Excess of revenue over
expenditures, encum-
brances and transfers 253,270






Transfer of Parking Meter Fund
deficit 82,841
Fund balance, June 30, 1978 $734,536 $245,020
58 City of Portsmouth, N.H.
STATEMENT OF REVENUE - ESTIMATED AND ACTUAL
Estimated Actual
Taxes:
Property tax $10,449,640 $10,456,416






Sub Totals 10,574,260 10,574,260 10,585,496 11,236
Licenses, permits and fees:
Licenses 6,000
Auto registration permits 350,000
Fees 12,000
Dog tax revenue 4,000
Building inspection 5,000
Sub Totals . . 377,000
Intergovernmental revenue:
Highway subsidy 96,784
Interest and dividends tax 144,703
Business profits tax 684,647
Savings bank tax 47,433













Fines and forfeitures $ 72,000
Other revenues:
Interest on taxes 45,000
Ambulance rental 12,000
Landfill 60,000
Income on invested funds 225,000







expenditures , . . 426,346
8,416
STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES, ENCUMBRANCES









































































Transfer to other Funds:
Debt Service Fund



























COMBINED SCHEDULE OF BONDS PAYABLE
BOND PRINCIPAL
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Assets General Revenue Projects Service
Cash $ 16,408 798
Cash with fiscal agent - - - 31,886
Investments, at cost (note 8) 1,183,000 1,400,501 800,600




Due from other funds 486,197 32,361
Due from other governments - 1,136,467
Deeded Property 41,816
Prepaid Insurance
Inventory, at cost ....
Property, Plant and Equipment, at cost:
Land ....
Buildings and improvements
Machinery and equipment ....
Accumulated depreciation





Total assets $2,550,380 2,585,737 801,398 31,886

















CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance
All Govermental Fund Types and Expendable Trust Funds



















































Fund balances, as previously
reported, July 1, 1978
Adjustment (note 4)







Fund balances, June 30, 1979 $ 1,807,614
70 City of Portsmouth, N.H.
Governmental Fund Types
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Transfers
Budget and Actual-General Fund and Special Revenue Fund Types






























































CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Schedule of Bonds Payable - All Funds
June 30, 1979
General obligation Serial Bonds
School Bonds Outstanding :
Senior High School Issue 1975
Elementary School Issue - 1959
School Construction Issue 1967
School Construction Issue • 1973
School Construction Issue - 1975








Urban Renewal Issue - 1961
Capital Improvement Issue - 1969
Urban Renewal Issue • 1970
Urban Renewal Issue - 1973
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CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Combined Statement of Revenue, Expenditures, Transfers and Changes in Fund Balances
All Governmental Fund Types and Expendable Trust Funds
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Calvin A. Canney, City Manager
Michael Pagano, City Hall
David Connell, City Hall
A. David Arrington, City Hall
Kenneth King, City Hall
Tax Collector, City Hall
Carl Sampson, Public Works
District Court, Parrott Avenue
Sam Cioffi, City Hall
Police Station, 28, Penhallow Street
Christopher Sheridan, City Hall
Dale Burkhart, Public Works
Herald Good, 1 Church Street
Kenneth C. Dahl, City Hall
Paul Long, Fire Station
K. Michael Scarks, Public Works
Public Works
John Gratton, Public Works
Sherman Pridham, Islington Street
Evelyn Hanscom, City Hall
Evelyn Hanscom, City Hall
William Scott, Market Street
Norman Axler, City Hall
George Browning, Public Works
Stanton Remick, City Marshall
District Court, Parrott Avenue
Daniel Ayer, Public Works
John Trottier, City Hall
Joseph Fate, Community Center, JFK
Ranee Collins, Public Works
Public Works
Margaret Sullivan, City Hall
Ranee Collins, Public Works
William Scott, Market Street














































David Choate, III, Director
New Castle
Elijah L. Levine, M.D.
Junkins Avenue
Housing Authority, Middle Street
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